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whole very cordial. On one or two occasions there were
slight disagreements over the length of time I took to do the
monument, and this affected the payments on account. These
disputes were settled in my favour, but as rumours magnifying
every incident connected with Wilde or the tomb were
rife; I was told that Ross had deposited a memorandum at the
British Museum concerning the working out of the tomb?
which gives his version of any disputes which arose. I can
regard any memorandum with equanimity, if one really
exists, and my account, I hope, will stand against any
perversion of the facts,

Robert Ross saw the tomb while it was in the course of
carving, and when it was finished visited my studio several
times. Never once did he find anything wrong with it, and
he wrote to The Pall Mall Gazette a witty letter defending the
work which I give here.

SIR,

I will be much, obliged if you will kindly correct the state-
ment of Le Journal reproduced in The Observer and the London
evening papers of Saturday.

M. Lepino cannot have ordered any postponement of the
unveiling of Mr. Epstein's beautiful monument to Wilde for the
very good reason that no date had been fixed for the ceremony.
Even the police cannot postpone an unfixed date. The monument
would in ordinary course have remained veiled at my own instruc-
tions until the ceremony, It is true that the police have taken
official possession of this unique work of art, of which I am sure
they will take the greatest care,

I regard the arrest of the monument by the French authorities
simply as a graceful outcome of the Entente Cordiale and a symptom
on the part of our allies to prove themselves worthy of political
union with our great nation, which, rightly or wrongly, they
think has always put Propriety before everything, I hesitate to
say that the rest lies in the lap of the gods, because that is precisely
the part of the statue to which exception is taken.

Yours, etc,,
London, Sept 28*                                          ROBERT Ross.